PBC No. 97 /2024

T

Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

&f&uT ¥&d Southern Railway
YT 43T BIfH® PR Hrataa

Office of the Principal Chief Personnel Officer

UYT pratay, sifife fAHRT, 23-600003

Headquarters, Personnel Department, Chennai-600003

T/No: P(R) 227 / P / Vol.VI| fa-id/Dated: 31.05.2024

All PHODs/ DRMs/ CWMs/ CEWE/ CAO/ CPM/ PDA/ Dy.CPOs/ Sr.DPOs/ Secy to GM,
Chairman/RRB/MAS,TVC, Addl.Registrar/RCT/MAS, Secretary/RRT/MAS,

Principal MDZTI/TPJ, SRCETC/TBM, ZETTC/AVD,

DPOs/SPOs/WPOs/APOs of HQ/Divisions /Workshops/Units.

fawg/sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing-
amendment to Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline And
Appeal Rules. 1968 and notification of regulations related
thereto.

*k%k

A copy of Railway Board’s letter No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 dated 29.05.2024
alongwith a copy of Gazette Notification bearing GSR No0s.286 (E) and 287 (E) dated
22.05.2024 on the above subject is enclosed for information, guidance and
necessary action.

. Digitally signed by
gaa/Encl. 16 pages. ROJA ROJA MURALI
M U RA LI Date: 2024.05.31
12:29:38 +05'30'
eI FHAT qaefT sTfershT<i/Asst Personnel Officer / IR & Trg.
Fd STHFTTE/For Principal Chief Personnel Officer

gfafert@/Copy to: The General Secretary/SRMU

The General Secretary/AISCTREA

The General Secretary/AIOBCREA

The General Secretary/NFIR

IT Section/PB/HQ - to upload in the SR website.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
RAILWAY BOARD
No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 Date: 29.05.2024
The General Manager,
All Zonal Railways and Production Units etc.
(As per standard list)

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing-
amendment to Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline And Appeal)
Rules. 1968 and notification of regulations related thereto.

Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 has been amended
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in
pursuance thereto have also been notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy each
of the Gazette Notifications is enclosed herewith for necessary action.

2% Please acknowledge receipt. @D\W

(Aniruddha Thakur)
Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy forwarded for information:

. The General Secretary, AIRF, 4 State Entry Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

. The General Secretary, NFIR, 3 Chelmsford Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

. All Members, Departmental Council & National Council and Secretary, Staff Side, National
Council, 13-C Ferozshah Road, New Delhi (with 60 spares).

4. The Secretary General, FROA, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

5. The Secretary General, IRPOF, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

6. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group A Officers' Association', Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

7

8
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. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group B Officers' Association.

. The Secretary, Railway Board Ministerial Staff Association.
9. The Secretary, Railway Board Group D Employees Association.
10. The Secretary, RBSSS Officers Association, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.
11. The Secretary General, AIRPFA, Room No. 256-D, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.
12. M/s Bahri Brothers, 742, Lajpat Rai Market, Delhi-110 006, P.O. Box No. 2032
13. Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety, Lucknow.



14. The General Secretary, All India SC/ST Railway Employees Association, Room No.8,
Ground Floor, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi-110001.

15. Office of Chief Administrative Officer, Indian Railways (Workshop Projects), Chamber
Bhavan, Judge's Court Road, Anta Ghat, Patna-800001, Bihar.

A 1{/\ WWWV_

For Principal Executive Director (IR), Railway Board

No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 New Delhi, dated: ¥ 9 .05.2024

Copy forwarded for Information to:

1. The DAI (Railways), New Delhi (with 40 copies).
2 The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats, New Delhi.

O

(Aniruddha Thakur)
Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy to:

PS/MR, PS/MoSR PSO/PPSs to CRB & CEO, M(F), M(Infra), M(T&RS), M(O&BD), DG(HR),
DG(RHS), DG(RPF), DG(Safety), Secretary, PED(Vig.), PED(IR), EO, JS, JS(G), JS/E, ED/E,
EDE(Res), Dir(D&A), Dir E(O)-1, Dir.(RPF), US(DAR), US/ERB-V, V-1, ERB-I, ERB-V],
ERB-V, E(Rep)l, E(Rep)Il, E(Rep)IIL, E(SCT)-I, E(SCT)-IL, E(O)-I and E(O)I CC branches in
Board's Office.
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AATATT
EXTRAORDINARY
AW [I—9v8 3—9-9v< (i)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i)

i & wTfar
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

. 265] 7% faeell, o, wE 22, 2024/594%5 1, 1946 s
No. 265] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024/JYAISHTHA 1, 1946

& wEAT
(e 9¢)
g
< feett, 17 w€, 2024
(e v.rear.. 45/2024)

ar.a.fR. 286(x).—gafy, SRu F agERE 309 F TgF T YT ARGAT FT TI B g,
X A (AFATEA SR srfier) Fw, 1968 #1 R "@eirew wA % forg Mo e a9 8, auia-

1. "fera &< - (1) 3 Rt 0 w@fem 9 W 39 @rgemae i s gt R,
2024 3

(2) T TS | I THIL T A0 T 9= 20 |

2. T WaF (TFATEA i srdfren) A, 1968 ¥, ey 9 % saffem (2) % wigs % vy, Rafafee
T AT AT ST, AT

“qig 7g i< FF srueties aRfRafaat & 7t av WHaT sosT a1 St AqaTE i ey

AGAG FILT & AT I TG BT, T T ST THABE T8 i H¢ @ &7 4T 9 FiA F

forw 1 St= strfersprdy AT 3T w13 81, 5o A9 F 791 31 Fer= & FhlY st i aeqar %

3165 GI/2024 )
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IR | A= AT FRR * RfSew dre 6 agrar % 7reqw § a7 v qoid: a1 9w, o 7=«
H et g g Ty g Afaast ¥ s i s g
[®T. & (3T UT T) 2020 L16-6]
el T, FREGRT RQLTH/EATIAT

feoqur; & fMew, WA & T, W 2, @% 3, IEE (i) W STTegEaT |, Fam. €. 3181, ariw 14 ey,
1968 TIRT SETTRra 6 1T & 3 sifaw A srfergemT an.ar. M. 9. 178, ardre 19 Rdes, 2015 817
gentea g T AN

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024
(R.B./Estt. No. 45/2024)

G.S.R. 286 (E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to article 309 of the Constitution, the

President hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)Rules,
1968, namely:-

1. Short Title and Commencement- (1) These rules may be called the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)
Amendment Rules, 2024,

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, after the proviso of sub-rule (2) of rule 9, the
following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural calamities or when the
disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing, the disciplinary authority
may itself inquire into or may anthorise an Inquiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of
misconduct or misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video
Conferencing, either wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the Central
Government in the Ministry of Railways.”

[F. No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6]
SUNIL KUMAR, Executive Director/Establishment

Note:- Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India in Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), vide notification

number S.0. 3181, dated the 14" September, 1968 and was last amended vide notification number G.S.R. 178
dated 19 September, 2015.

Uploaded by Dte._ofFrin_ting at-Govemn;nt of India Pres;Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.

MANOJ KUMAR mino. wimes
Date. 20240527
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AT
EXTRAORDINARY
T [I—Eve 3—39-99< (i)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i)

TR & i
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

. 266] ¢ fReeeft, gaa, 7 22, 2024/595 1, 1946
No. 266] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024/JYAISHTHA 1, 1946

&
CEEEIE)
Fferg==T
< feweft, 17 W€, 2024
TT.#.F 287(31).—F=0T TR, I 9% (A8 i srfier) fr, 1968 F A 9 % sufiaw
(2) % TR g F agawer § fwfafea BTy aardh &, satg-
2. wfm A i are- (1) 37 Rfaat & A @ da (SR SRR F arerm § srematas s
T d=1e) @AfRaw, 2024 81
(2) T T H IAF THAT B A H T TG S |
3. IJgwAm- ¥ Rt s= farfte s o @R 3 e d=mem AiRET w5k ¥ RSea Aie %
SUINT ET 3 9% (Srgemae i< srfier) fFaw, 1968 % Faw 9 % faifa i % srqgam fm
AT g
4. oftamaTd- 39 faffewt #, Sta a@ 9e9 & stera srufera 7 gY-
(F) “FHEEF F qead AT 6 F qefiT auras F €U H Myqw AR a4 Y

3166 G1/2024 1)
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(i)]

“Mfte fifear SRR areeag” § aread fifsar FHERAT =1 g9 +3 % oo awa-awy
T ST YT ST T 19a aTreaaT § §;

“srfereTiia E-3” & e St FriafREt ¥ 9T o R g Sy A 4w -9
gTar g rw gt st wifeeerd gr Agag e g s % g sger giaeeme of
afeafaa §;

“FTIFTRAT” F AT WITAH = FAATGT AT THAA T FAATET ATEATNT &;

“FTAATEr T F qIead U9 9 § § 55T 9 it it stewerar & stiwr sefariar
sitfaw & & Pl o wemew & e #, e siwia W@ d=e g yeniea qraseeT
a7 % Suww ot afeafera §, @=nfer grft;

T T | ATeqd U T o § STgT T Friariar & Areiarr w SREy R % arerm
¥ Teft T wermae % afiel §, e staeta Yo e g Tenie araeie & % Sushd
¥ €, Sufeaq g €

“ZTEF ITAIR F aread ) e v a) Ay SRR F Aveaw ¥ wrfarfat ¥ wwr
A TSl i ¥ € 3%

v oft orse ofix srfvreafeat, st <o foffaw &y & aoeg oo =t § sa waen
Tl o 00 S X qaw (g % arfier) A, 1968 st g=eT senfirh sifafaem,
2000 (2000 %T 21) & gfaria g |

5. ifedr HishidT & deifta qraT=y fgia- (1) AT FEERET girerd siw sefafeat ¥ B ar ofh
T U, ST ST AriAresr) giRy sraenfid i e, @ v A7 g |

@)

©)

(4)

©®)

(6)

(7)

S FrAATeAl H Taa=ar, Aeaear i e ar # a1 @A i ad & i wWa gy,
ST ITTerhT<y, U SRR SHAe ST aHI-999 U ST g1, il SHa T dhT |

ST STTRTET 1 Q@ AT % foaT Tt 2fen AT 3aTs GIRT FaaTgar  Fis (HIeaT agt
& TG,

LR ITATHIS T g AT, TG FLHI T 5T THR T O ST FIT TG & 99q &
T § HIIAT F AT I AT T FTEH i< 1= F7 994, qGgoar@® s 7 g
&t T #, gag =ARe 7w, Arar-far & AW ;7 el g, seardt gar i 3w w8 9,
TEIT G

ToTierd Y SATUAT:

wig foeft FRMETEr F O awAreh aeT Y gaT §, e i g sw'ag R S
T Fwoi % g, [fde ARy wivhRer e & N, Sivedwx w1 @ sa [Rfe
FHAT! § NTRIT FILRT A g AgATT AT AT THT |

S FrEATRA] F WA g7 TANT HQ (1 17 rfehie -3« Friangar & IRw §
g ST ATt 1Ol % for e st WitersTy g sTgeTa S srom)

Ao FIBRET a9 T & sufraiia FTawrsh wel F S i STt



[T II—&7E 3(i)] ST T T(ST9o 2 ATl 3

(8)

©)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

T S T, AR FihRNT % 99 $i S ¥ gy § gfiRufeat % sqe sagw
A T 9%

TF I T FAATRAT ST B T &Y, 1wt it i of sy ¥ famr ooy gvams &
el st =fRe 7 WeT A o srgata 8 gl |

FTAATEl T 2T gL T & wey o, s wierd ¥ angent F oveflw am s@w g
T a7 =T T ST |

ST TR T it 6qi® F9 % T8 o1 91 Frargt T u) i Aas e w U g
e T ) § M g o1 @ € ok 9= mfdd fr 3w iR g @ |

FTHATE! ST TF TLET TATT T ITFIHT, AT F U TT=ar, Aransy siK wqfaefafe & dasf &
St= At T it Gqfe w0 s agfy s ot s

feAT FIHRT F wregw § d=vferq @qU 9 FTAATRAT B Aou-ge7 R @i fir
IO 3T Ufhee (Ffea) AreT FAT g A=y afga e & amr & &7 § arfm $it
ST |

ST Fel dfSAT FOHRAT F ATEAH A FIE FAATET FT IR §, T2 ST ArRAwG grar g
e ofte X Ay = & Ieafera R s |

Si= ST, St Y e Rerte g U s ot sft srfaraiu s wse S =Ry g
T F faneft e oz fadw = & R 6 % v RfRaw (3) % deiy § sraegw gh
Sutataw (14) % R sitw, Sgt 9% s5agd 31, Mty grft

WY = & B9 &, 9= nfewr ag saaniia s g w@ad g &6 1 v fEr s
1Y o< Af2 gf, av B et o R sma

Si= FrferTst, AT FORRT F wreaw & et sl & It 9 a9 o 39 (SqamE
3 ardier) e, 1968 sie gt =nfht stfarfa=m, 2000 (2000 1 21) % STaam™T =T
A g |

6. TH=EF (1) THT TIF U U GHIF g ST 1= ITFersht) g1=T aerisige faar s |

(@)

(3)

(ii)

(iii)

IS FATEA IT FTESF & F I9%A, v o wwar g, S suftrwiis & § ey ww
T &, Sti=r tferehTar g1 Fhy g sy % ggae U Yo A9 # o fifedr O ¥
TARIAT IS F g5 BT § I g1, FHAAF F €T & Fd HA g LT ITAH B FT
e AT T AT AT O

qH-aF AT O 0 -

T o W et RAftre wfargy § saftwa @9 & fou aftgfa o gea sws,
Fifear wiskinT & fog sfafRe on v w My avg & =90 & 79 fv e @ G
R

ST g i g srge F @ w5 R a8 i Sy s Y RS Ramw @
ERIRE EARE RIS T

s fafRar FIshiEsT =1« ¥ &1, a9 fifeay whfReT Fer & H1E st =aftr y9a 7 F K
ST STEERTY Y g St ¥ foAT gXed e uR FE safte Sufeaq T g,
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(iv) o oo IThT =afn & 9T i 1 W@ g, 36 Rt | sfw g R of 730% 3 Ol
ST, @, 999, S9ETAT AT qTET Aol (69T 4T § i< 8 ih b adeT it s @
g, 0T ¥ T St wiE fit g sqer o G s, e ar famw @
IR TET BT |

7. el it anfie—(1) 39 S (sgare i srfien) Raw, 1968 § MiRT wmaam fifear siohRT

ZIT HATIoq HAATRAT % (0T ¥ T qreter 98 AT 21 |

(2) iR FISERET & ATeAw ¥ qdieor fFw ST e |l F® S By g gvee § d@a i e
g # I, 9T i< T FT Ieorg G AT ATER B TEATT I AT 59 AT F FATTOTARA
% gr ARG &9 F IURIT g 71 e o s

8. TR aeT < arTeT SReTd—(1) ST= IS $30T ITARTHAT ATRAT T TS AT HISHTET HT

FriEn Raiia $ gu afiw & waiw Aifew 3

(2 Fuifg fiftar SR f sl oy @R F vga, S T a8 giRtem 590 &
& &g 7 gaeags & ffearse ar s f vyt gfoat a1 seEaRr % afyea
Toft a7 et oft Re St ix-viures ana <& i 15 wfoat i aive Ftd gt g, S a3 ar
arer sriwferRra F7 F forg an i % g snfem e
TR I TEqraST AT WA B ST SUARTEHAT SARRAT G FAe A AAHL Hl @ AGHT
¥ AT ITIRT FIA KT AqAfar & STt |

(3) = WITIRT G9+=a9 + ATeAW § Ig qAAT2a w0 & g 65 av ifear SiehtaT wer §
w$ Y sFfaga saie Saftea 7 8 o s wifasrd g sty sma S # SEw] B
<t =i gew g = et off =af=e i oler 5 aag At sRT s A AR a8 )

@) = wirEd Ryt AR FERT & aftmee: &9 fme g & oo dfer
wihtenT Y A FET artE a8 gREm B s as & oft gl sfear sredam
iR figamimsmsa f Rafa F &1

(5) TRl awg o, st M T SUARTAl &l Frdare! f9g 9 Siig <M
(6) =T wISERET wraTCora: srfermTias F1oF =t % S gl
a3g S arfesrd ifeay FISERT % awy ofiw wrdwa F ai) ¥ sugw Feer o w1 we,
StaT gfRafaat F srgam sasa# g |
(7 wi= wfasrh 7z ghfae son & Hftar s Faw  atafRg Aty w6
QITEag< F AT ¥ AT it S1Y |
TOHHCT—SHTeN I g F % forg, ag o fomr smar 8 & srfard) % e fwft aadeir
et it fRafy #, s wferd, su% g safeees g s e w1t &, 9 ROy et §
ﬁﬁﬁv%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%%wmﬁ@r%wﬁwﬁm%
(8) <= wfarEr adier g st w8 =ufe & sifSmmew ¥ Siam feg o smaf 6, aft s ey,
FTE HE A< 39 9 forflm &9 § i e e a9 |
9) udier faru 5 g =fe it e i wF ger-gew T afiwfim & St sk da om %
T TF TS AT HidT T SATHAE F Th AW & €T § TGT ATTAT |
(10) FraTEr g iR geew fHig % i foiw &1 e s wfesr g ar 9 aeer a2 &R
SO |




[9TT I—EvE 3(i)] T T ASTA : STRTE 5

(1) v&F R A FISERE FrEfaR F 1 W W), 5w wiewd, {5 ¥ sulkffaw (3) &
(7), Safafaas (9) & (10) i< Iufafaww (13) ¥ =g fry T ugeel F sfafis, sargy
F wHT ST srafey, ST fg T atreaaR (@l SuEnr e T aiweaas s ity
FIohaT GINCAAL gl ), FHATG! 6 AT I3 T Az, IR F1E gY, A< Twaraw, Il F:8
I, ST AT Teqa i yaria g e &, i A A€ ofte e, s ag S awsr
Ty afs Rfves RaifSn wega & I &, & stiw wigwrdr s ot srafdra faon % ar

AT ofie ® goeht srafdr gt w4 |

(12) StT=r T, FEargr 63 it e fifg X STTaRaten % forg srdars) & gefia erer,
T ST FTaefady ¥ daa § st wgf® «fr st =)

9. =qfeat it alier--(1) e @meft H qor 9% e 78 Fit e, S 7% e ogeE AR 5 ¥
Sufafiad (4) § g T Susy F e it 99 Fi T § oK 9y i side e §
TRt grft o grea fig ax arew 3 T aneft $ vgme $r qf? aa=ags ft agEar &
STi=r STFERTY g T ST, St gg=m oo Y g1 iy qx arfery & gearerd S 4w, S49r
fafaw 5 % So-RAfEAT (4) § STy BT T § $it TRigwmaT 7 ¥ 918 S araay
Fhas a1 WrEdipa wfie 9Iee F 91eqw & = Wi &1 It |

(2) UE TEATAS A A H TS wfy gHeaas g Rt v & genafa f st sic sas
T T ATl -8 ¥ wreqw § S Wi v 3% i sty o

(3) o ==t i olrerr i 5T T &, T 7T IrTeETAT TG F et F S 11 O w6
9 FF T, o S i S {7 sraewd qwE

(4) 3o fag o) gwaas g gt san & s wigsr i Bt sgafy % e, @i By
9T g AT ¥ fama w12 o =i, e Mg wsaRua =i )

(5) = Wi ader % Fraw UHt feouoft, aft f Y, & s wam, St ag s f
qT9-ART F deer § Tegra a9 |

(6) Stiw wifsrd W& =y fer B o w< g, 9 qew R ¥ ¥y F ey £ gwned
it % forg smasgs 2 1

(7) S TS o g9 819 % 18 giiee o 0T fHFu s ) =it F geanes I s e
ST gEaTe T ufaeE = wraTEr % sTiserg &7 fRear g |

(8) T fahy T T =&f<h % Whiere R geames e & & Gl o o & wiw g s,
qTTq -
(F) =R wafom FEaEr &y ot e @y <91 w RiSee e sueer € O w@i
e grT Rfves &0 & grarafRa wfoe it afwe wid suftmie -4 grr goea fig
9 i reft, stgt gaer fesnse o smon sk wher fru s @ safte g geEmefa
o STe,
(@) UE gEamRa wiaee f o Fit 1€ wF vy e &g ) queas gra Rvea s &
TEERE &t T A 38 sfeiE S-Ae gy i g o) e G s s
gEATERT wfae@ ¥ grE HdT 7der o 819 % 1T, e Y O a9 g At
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WW%ﬁW%WWWﬁWWWWWW
& AT 4 ST

() =R Rftres saTar Suesy T8 8, a7 viaeeE &7 ffesrse st mifassr e gl &
giafafer, afe FiE 81, g FaTe &g 9 gearaia R sSra siw geew &g & i
£ Ty W A-G1eT I S g T wTe T § AT ST, srgr gee fearse R sron
s e g o= odfer fag @ safr g geia ik aneaas g aiagearaia
STTET,

() =¥ TR gearaRa wiiem #1 uF A-gure a9 w6 BT T v o g ¥
THIF GIT ST TR F MTAFTRF -0 @rd & W7 JIQAT, TR 391 e rse
o s s FrfarEr ¥ sfe #1 9 AT S si) gR S i g iy W

A= I ATATITd FRAT A7 WredFa wfte I g st e & Afgama: @9
TqE fIAT T srafer & ofta< 97 &F STt |

qET, STET 7% =aagr g, faaT el Twree ar smmaes e T o ag:
IR ST TAFRY &Y 98 T T i eaq=ar gt i S [T ST iy 47 74, ik af

g, ar fob erat 9|

10. T &g T aneft av ST = d9 B Trasi o 9949 FET A1 Remer--afy fiar s
g7 & fig R el =fRe it odien & v, =i # S8 awaes REmn aEes g @ si=
g aferfea als & seamas Ramm it sqaia 2 asm, srifq -

(%)

(@)

T TeaTaw FrEATE fig 9T 8, 9 aEaraw B O ai A e # ooy g wWeemiRE s
s st waraw fageETsaT st antae &, I =% ar

7} TEaTast g fig W, @ =3 =afce & far #¢ i S i uw wiv ar sfa seaEr 6y
I g &7 ¥ e siavia axarast fagsremser oft enfae §, 9w #<

Tig e g ux el ofie sweas g shagsaraia Tearast f gre Fft acrarq iiesd
FRER 71 TR wfie dre ¥ Arerw & Friard) fig o O & e |

11 A7 €T A w1 afees -—v3s R sdaE & gafy ), 9= niwd {fFa 8 %
safaffaa (11) % sgErR A€t e TR san 4] s9fs 9 miEEd i sraEr 6y ®
IUFRIT Aae® A WiiaF T § 3 LA w41, A g 0 sraegs Afwal F geanea
Frerforfera & & et «ff i & s e STTaT, e -

()

(@)

M

iy geifera wrdarsr g sfiv geew g I w RiSea geaex suesy €, aF FHaR! &6y
T ST R 3T s smasas el g Rived & 3 geargia s st die fi
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024
GSR 287(E).—In pursuance of second proviso of sub rule (2) of rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline

and Appeal) Rules, 1968, the Central Government hereby makes the following regulations, namely:-

2.

Short title and commencement.- (1) These regulations may be called the Railway Servants (Conduct of
Disciplinary Inquiry through Video Conferencing) Regulations, 2024.

(2) They shall come into force on date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Application.- These regulations shall apply to the departmental inquiries to be conducted in accordance with
the procedure laid down in rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, by utilising the
digital mode of video conferencing.

Definitions.- In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires-
(a) "Co-ordinator" means a person appointed as Co-ordinator under regulation 6;

(b) "designated video conferencing software” means the software permitted by the Inquiring Authority
from time to time to conduct video conferencing;
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“official e-mail” means any e-mail account provided by the Department at the commencement of the
inquiry proceedings including the substitution thereof for the reasons to be recorded in writing by the
Inquiring Authority;

"proceedings” includes a physical inquiry proceeding and a virtual inquiry proceeding;

"proceeding point" means the place where the inquiry proceedings is physically presided over by the
Inquiring Authority in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking
administered by the Ministry of Railways;

"remote point" means the place where the participants to the inquiry proceedings are to appear through
a video link, in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking
administered by the Ministry of Railways;

"remote user" means the person participating in the proceedings through video conferencing at a
remote point; and

all other words and expressions used herein but not defined in these regulations shall have the
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968
and the Information Technology Act , 2000 (21 of 2000).

5.  General principles relating to Video Conferencing.- (1) The video conferencing facilities may be used at any
or all the stages of the inquiry proceedings, as determined by the Inquiring Authority.

@
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(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Subject to maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of the inquiry proceedings, the
Inquiring Authority may adopt such technological advancement as may become available to it from
time to time.

No recording of the proceedings by any person or entity shall be permitted except with the prior
permission of the Inquiring Authority.

The identity of the remote users shall be established on the basis of the identity proof as recognised by
the Government of India or State Government or Union territory and in case of identity proof not being
readily available, the person concerned shall furnish the name, parentage and permanent address, as
also temporary address, if any.

The Inquiry proceedings shall be conducted by the designated video conferencing software as chosen
by the Inquiring Authority:

Provided that in the event of a technical problem during a given proceeding, the Inquiring Authority
may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it, permit the use of software, other than the designated
video conferencing software, for video conferencing in that particular proceeding.

The official e-mail to be used for the conduct of the inquiry proceedings shall be permitted by the
Inquiring Authority at the commencement of the proceedings and its substitution, if any, shall be
permitted only by the Inquiring Authority for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing.

The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours:

Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule
of video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant.

Once the proceedings have commenced, no other persons shall be permitted to participate in the virtual
hearing, except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority.

The establishment and disconnection of links between the proceeding point and the remote point would
be done by or under the orders of the Inquiring Authority.

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself that the required persons at the remote point or the
proceeding point are seen and heard clearly and can see and hear the Inquiring Authority.

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself and also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and
connectivity for both the proceeding point and the remote point users.

An audio-visual recording of the entire inquiry proceedings conducted through video conferencing
shall be preserved and an encrypted master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the
record.

Wherever any proceeding is carried out by taking recourse to video conferencing, the same shall
specifically be mentioned in the order sheet by the Inquiring Authority.
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(14) The Inquiring Authority may also impose such other conditions as are necessary for a given set of facts
for effective recording of the examination and especially with respect to sub-regulation (3) of
regulation 6.

(15) The examination referred to in sub-regulation (14) shall, as far as practicable, proceed without
interruption:

Provided that in the interest of justice, the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether
an adjournment should be granted, and if so, on what terms.

(16) The Inquiring Authority shall be guided by the provisions of the Railway Servants (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1968 and the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) while examining a person
through video conferencing.

6.  Co-ordinator.- (1) There shall be a Co-ordinator at the Remote Point who shall be designated by the Inquiring
Authority.

(2) The Railway Administration or the Public Sector Undertaking, as the case may be, exercising jurisdiction
on the remote point shall extend the requisite co-operation to the Inquiring Authority by promptly sparing a
Railway servant well conversant with handling of the electronic mode of video conferencing to act as the
Co-ordinator in response to the request made by the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The Co-ordinator shall ensure that-

(i) all remote users scheduled to appear in a particular proceeding at the remote point are ready at the remote
point designated for video conferencing at least thirty minutes before the scheduled time;

(ii) no recording is done and no recording device is used except with the prior permission of the Inquiring
Authority;

(iii) no unauthorised person enters the video conferencing room when the video conferencing is in progress and
no person is present at the remote point except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority;

(iv) the remote user person being examined is not prompted, induced, tutored, coerced, threatened or promised
in any manner by any person and that the person being examined does not refer to any document, script or
device without the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority during the examination.

7.  Service of Summons.- (1) The provisions contained in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1968 shall apply to service of summons for proceedings conducted by video conferencing.

(2) The summons issued to a witness who is to be examined through video conferencing, shall mention the
date, time and venue of the concerned remote point and shall direct the witness to attend in person along
with proof of identity or deposition to that effect.

8.  Preparatory arrangements and general reguirements.-(1) The Inquiring Authority shall give sufficient
notice in advance, setting out the schedule of video conferencing to the remote user persons.

(2) Before commencement of the proceedings of the scheduled video conferencing, the Inquiring Authority
shall ensure that the Co-ordinator at the remote point receives certified copies of printouts or photocopy or a
soft copy of the non-editable scanned copies of all or any part of the record of proceedings which may be
required for recording statements or evidence, or for reference:

Provided that these documents or copies shall be permitted to be used by the remote user persons
only with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The Inquiring Authority shall ensure through the Co-ordinator that no unauthorised person is present in the
video conferencing room at the remote point and no person except those permitted by the Inquiring
Authority, is present in the video conferencing room at the time of examination of any person at the remote
point.

(4) The Inquiring Authority shall also conduct a trial video conferencing preferably thirty minutes before
scheduled video conferencing to ensure that all the technical systems are in working condition at both the
proceeding point and the remote point.

(5) At the scheduled time, the Inquiring Authority shall connect the remote user to the proceeding point.

(6) The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours:
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Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule of
video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant.

(7) The Inquiring Authority shall ensure that video conferencing is conducted only through a designated video
conferencing software.

Explanation: For the removal of doubts, it is hereby clarified that in the event of a technical mal-
functioning during a proceeding, the Inquiring Authority may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it,
permit the use of software other than the designated video conferencing software for video conferencing in
that particular proceeding.

(8) The Inquiring Authority shall note the objections raised, if any, during the deposition of the person being
examined and pass appropriate order thereon, in writing.

(9) An audio-visual recording of the examination of the person examined shall be preserved and an encrypted
master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the record.

(10) The disconnection of link between the proceeding point and the remote point shall be done by or on the
orders of the Inquiring Authority.

(11) On completion of the video conferencing proceeding on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall make the
daily order sheet of the time and duration of the proceeding, the software used (in case the software used is
not the designated video conferencing software), the issue raised during the proceedings, if any, and the
documents, if any, that were produced and transmitted online, in addition to the aspects dealt with in sub-
regulations (3) to (7), (9) to (10) and (13) of regulation 5, as deemed fit:

Provided that in case a digital recording is tendered, the Inquiring Authority shall record its duration
in the order sheet along with all other requisite details.

(12) The Inquiring Authority shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and connectivity for both users
and remote users.

Examination of persons.- (1) No witness shall be examined unless his identity has been established as provided
for in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and the same shall be reflected in the daily order sheet and the identity
of the witness deposing at the remote point shall be confirmed by the Inquiring Authority with the assistance of
the Co-ordinator who shall obtain signatures of the witnesses on the hard copies of the Identity proof as
provided in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and after countersigning the same shall dispatch them to the
Inquiring Authority via authorised courier or registered speed post.

(2) A scanned copy of such documents shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator and immediately
transmitted by him through official email to the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The person being examined shall ordinarily be examined during the official working hours or at such time
as the Inquiring Authority may deem fit and necessary.

(4) The Co-ordinator at the remote point shall ensure that no person, except with the specific permission of the
Inquiring Authority, is present at the remote point save and except the person being examined.

(5) The Inquiring Authority shall record whilst under examination such remarks, if any, as he thinks material
respecting the demeanor of the person.

(6) The Inquiring Authority may also issue such other directions as are necessary for a given set of facts for
effective recording of the examination.

(7) The Inquiring Authority shall obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript once the
examination is concluded and the signed transcript shall form part of the record of the inquiry proceedings.

(8) The signature on the transcript of the person being examined shall be obtained in either of the following
ways, namely:-

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the soft copy
of the transcript digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote
point where a printout of the same shall be taken and signed by the person being examined,;

(b) a scanned copy of such signed transcript shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point
and the same would be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point and the hard copy of the signed
transcript shall be dispatched after the examination is completed, preferably within a period of three clear
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days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered
speed post;

(c) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the transcript shall be signed by the Inquiring Authority
and the representative of the parties, if any, at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable
scanned format to the official email account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken
and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the Co-ordinator at the remote point;

(d) a non-editable scanned format of the transcript so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote
point to the official email account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a printout of the same shall be
taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings and the hard copy shall also be dispatched
preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring
Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post.

(9) The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without interruption or the grant of unnecessary
adjournments:

Provided that the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether an adjournment should be
granted, and if so, on what terms.

Exhibiting or Showing Documents to Witness or the charged Railway servant at a Remote Point.- If in the
course of examination of a person at a remote point by video conferencing, it is necessary to show a document
to the person, the Inquiring Authority may permit the document to be shown in the following manner, namely:-

(a) if the document is at the proceeding point, by transmitting a copy or image of the document to the remote
. p 2P Vi Py g
point electronically, including through a document visualiser; or

(b) if the document is at the remote point, by putting it to the person and transmitting a copy or image of the
same to the proceeding point electronically including through a document visualiser:

Provided that the hard copy of the document countersigned by the witness and the Co-ordinator at the
remote point shall be dispatched thereafter to the proceeding point via authorised courier or registered
speed post.

Recording of the Daily Order Sheets.- On close of the proceedings on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall
draw up the order sheet in terms of sub-regulation (11) of regulation 8 and while the Inquiring Authority and the
necessary persons present at the proceeding point shall put their signatures physically, the signatures of the
necessary persons at the remote point shall be obtained in either of the following ways, namely:-

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the soft
copy of the daily order sheet digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority and other necessary persons at the
proceeding point shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote point where a printout of the same shall
be taken and signed by the necessary persons at the remote point;

(b) a scanned copy of such signed printout shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point
and the same should be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point;

(c) the hard copy of the signed transcript will be dispatched preferably within three clear days by the Co-
ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post;

(d) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the daily order sheet shall be signed by the Inquiring
Authority and the necessary persons at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable scanned
format to the official e-mail account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken and
signed by the necessary persons at the remote point and countersigned by the Co-ordinator;

(¢) a non-editable scanned format of the printout so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote
point to the official e-mail account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a print out of the same would
be taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings;

(f) the hard copy would also be dispatched preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator
at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post.

Ensurance by Inquiring Authority while communicating report to the Disciplinary Authority.- The

Inquiring Authority shall ensure that the physically signed hard copies as well as the printouts of the digitally
signed transcripts and daily order sheets recorded during the proceedings conducted through video conferencing
together with the electronic records provided for in sub-regulation (12) of regulation 5 are duly matched and



12

13.

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART IISEC. 3(i)]

made part of the records of the proceedings while communicating the Inquiry Report to the Disciplinary
Authority.

Regulations in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1968.- The provisions of these regulations shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968.
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